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25X1X Turkey
1. the Turkish govermment

le going ahead with its proposed refinery at Batman, and the comstructlon contract .~
was awnracd to /a us fir§7 Plans are firmed up for the refinery itself, which 1is
to ptOduCP J,SOO barrels of oil daily. It is not eltogether clesr why the refinery
was dealrkd thers, since the avallable crude is rather poor, having an extremely
high perc~ntage of aephalt and sulphw-. Distribution from Ramandag will be
aviward, snd the cutput of the re finery will e much more than the immediate area
c4an conguwne ,

25X1X 2. The Turkish government has apparently given up the idea of & refinery at Iskenderun,

and 1t 1s pousible, I t:at private capital may build one., That would

seem to\be quite practical, since Middle East crude 4is now selling at approximately
US$1.97 per tarrel, and 1t could be refined and distributed profitably at Isken-
derun. |As fer as the Turkish government 1ie concerned, 1t appears that it is
determined to refine 1ts own crvde, which 1s the big reason €or the Batman refinery.

3. 'There are reports that a small o1l field was discovered about 20 miles northwest
ot Ramandag. but that the company doing the exploring advised the government to
Torget t, at least at thisz time, since the known reserves were not sufficient
to U~u1fy the building of a pipelinﬂ to the Batman refinery. I feel, however,
that rhq e is plexty of o1l in the general vicinity o Rawandag, and that all that
is repdﬂa 15 come careful egtudy and explcration weork.

4.  The Turﬂish government built the construction camp site for the successful bidder
at Ram&ﬂdah. In addition to the retinery, the construction firm will build a town
site, ‘ omplete with several hundred houses for the people whc will steff the plant.

|

5 The US éonstruction firm on the Batman proJject has fewer than 20 of 1ts own people
on the ‘ob, the 20C or more skilled and unskilled laborers being Turks, for the
most part of the Kurdisn tribes. The Kurds are willing workers, but need training,
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and the US foremen have had to run a training program for the natives. Outsigde
of occasional time off for the ritualistic killing of a sheep each time a new
bullding 1s begun, or hole drilled, the Batman project is understood to be pro-
gressing satiofactorily, although completion 18 not expected until 1957.

T

At Muefte, which 1s about 100 miles west of Istanbul in Thraciaan Turkey, near
the coast, a natural gas field was discovered fairly recently ﬁ9537 » Present
estimates are that there are 300 million cubic feet of natural gas contained there. ,
Private interests are Planning to drill a few more exploratory holes to determine |
the extent of the field, and probably to build a Pipeline to Istanbul where the gas |
would be sold for domestic use. The natural &8s 1s rated at 1,000 btu, and the
People of Istanbul are said +o be Paying US$2.00 per thousand cubic faet for 500 btu

manufactured gas, an extremely high price measured by US standards.

Iraq »
The Iragien goveroment is prepared to spend congideretle money for development,

and has set aside US$500 million for that purpose. I understand there are now

four US geologists engaged in an underground weter study of the north and eastern

sectione of the country.

Pakistan

A US government agency interested in developing the Tresources of foreign countries
within the past several months /[fall, 195 » awarded a contract to anmother US
firm for a series of studies 1n Pakistan., One study is a ground water survey,
another has to do with the clearing of laend for agricultural and irrigation pur-
poses, a third for harbor development, and the last to locate a site for the pro-
Posed Bolan dam, the general location of which I am not familiar with.
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